There are four passages on the read-
ing test, each with ten questions.

With only 40 minutes for this section
of the test, there is simply not enoush
time to read the passages +|r\orou5h|y.

Never start the readins section by actu-
a”y readins the passages. Start with

reading the questions first, which will give
you an idea of what youre looking for in

Relq X!

A C T e Jut o Test.

Even if' you're not a great test-taker, you shouldn’t stress about the ACT. Think of it as one important

Time pressure is some+kin3 the ACT the story. Then, when you're reuJins over

deliberately uses against you, so +ry +o the possage, cicle the parts that might part of your co"ese aPplicaﬁon, but not neceSSadly the most important part. Your sraJes, pusonal state-

use that to your advantage. Focus on ment, and extra-curicilar activities matter, +oo.

According to The Princeton Review, “a bad ACT score may

seem like the answers to the quesﬁons.

the passages that interest you the I+ might seem backwards, but it works.

keep yov ovt of a schoo) bot a good ACT score alome will never be enovgh to get you in" The test doesnt

most by topic. Feel free to sl(iP

1 S A reflect how smact you are. In fact, the better you know the ACT, the better yov're qoing o perform.
ry the 1- +e|7 pproach:

st - Read the Questions

Ind - Find the Answer in the Passage

3ed - Put the Answer in Your Own Words

Hth = POE Ceross off choices that dont agree with your answer)

around, just be sure to carefully match _ - =
up the bubbles.

This means you can improVe. with pracﬁce and Pre’)araﬁon. Time +o s+op s+ressins ond start 3e++in3 familar.

7 The Science Reasoning test includes 1

passages with: 3 charts and SWPI"S

passages, 3 experiments passages, & 1 Secﬁon Lens{.h COM'GIH' TYP;
"Fighﬁng scientists” passage. The science For the "Figh ting o & passage, note
passages are never in any Parﬁcular Port 1: Enslisk 45 minvtes Grammar, punctuation, writing Mulﬁple Choice

that it doesn't have charts or graphs, but

" order. If you're stuck in any passage, 1 questions s+yle, us:;se/meckanics

rather written material with scientists’ arqu-
ments. This part MUST be read +o answer

skip it and move on to the next one.

Remember to keep an eye on your time. the questions. Be sure +o read Cwe{\u”\/. Pact 2: Math 60 minvtes Pre—alf)ELfa; a'gelﬂ a, Plane & leﬁple Choice
bk 60 questions coordinate geometry, trig
/ sy
/ b o ~ The Science section of +he ACT does not Part 3: Keadin5 35 minutes Four readin5 passages: social le+i|7|e Choice The format of the ACT does

The best technique (accor&ing to The Princeton Review's Crash Course for the ACT) is to 10 questions studies, natural sciences, not chanse. The same +yPe$

ignore the intro to the science passages (with the exception of the "Pishﬁns scientist”

rea”y requice any scientific knowledse, but

rather asks you to look p information humanities, & prose fiction

of questions show up every

Pasmge). The intro has a generqus amount of useless and can?using information with and draw conclusions about the data

35 minvtes
40 ques’rions

Pact Y: Science time, testing the same types

of skills & concepts. Just

knowing what to expect can

leﬁple Choice

Fiswe interpretation, pattern

complex explanai-ions of the science involved in the passage. This info is not necessary presented. There’s no need to worry

analysis, scientific reasoning

~
to be able to answer the questions on the test. The intent is to slow you down Gf not S ( obout whether or not you've had chemistry

intimdate you), so skip it and qo directly to the rest of the passage. (or other science class) to be successful

30 minvtes
1 essay

Pact 5: WrH'inS
(op’rional)

on +his parkion of the test. One essay promp’r Weitten ESSay

make a |>i3 dif ference.

You need +o know i¥'s important » You are NOT allowed +o jump back and farth between test sections.

You need to know this is when

You need to know how to con-
centrate on reading o textbook
maarJlass of the Lacl:yovnd
noise. This skill alone can propel
you to 3mJVaﬁn3 with honars.

to accomplish something during

your senior year of high school.
Kids who coast that last year
aren’t mentally or emotionally

prepared for the workload col-
lege will dump on them.

Souce:1001 Things Every College Student Needs to Know by Harry H. Harrison, Jr. (Copyright 2008)

oll those AP classes you +aok
pay off. You could achm"y
'Placa ovt" of most of your
freshman year, saving you time
and wp to $25,000.

You are NOT allowed to retun to eadier sections to change your answers.
You are NOT allowed +o spend more than the allotted time on any section.
You CAN move acound within o section, during the time allotted for that

portion of the test.

ACT Tips%
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You should write on the test booklet! One of the bis—
gest mistakes you can make on the ACT is Joins the
work in your head. 30 g0 ahead and write down formu-
las, cross out the answer choices you know to be
wrong, circle important sections in the reaaling passages,
& undecline key words/phrases. When it comes +o the
Math and Science sections, it’s best to show your work
and solve the problems on paper. Don’t be tempted to
Just I"”S eVeryH'\ins into your calevlator (which are al-
lowed on the test). The wrong approach is to rush
through the problems, thinking that it takes too long to
wiite stuff down. The ACT is full of partiol, mislead-

ing, and distracting answers designed to throw you off,

50 avoid the PH"Fa” and put that Pencil to work.
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Who knew filling-in a bunch of bubbles could be so dis-
tracting? The fact is that you waste more time and
get distracted lay Jumping back and forth between Prob—
lems and filing in the bubbles. Don’t do one question at
o time, but rather sections at o time, then fill in the
bubbles for that section. See why writing in the booklet
is such a good idea? Work through problems by section,
circling the answer choices in the booklet. For example,
on the Englisk test, comP,e+e an entire passage of 15
questions before bubbling in the answers for any of
them. Do the other sections of the test the same
way, passage by passage. If you're cons+an+ly ski?’rins

between solving problems and bubbling, you aren’t spending
your test time epped-ively.

- C ) HE
As in Process of Elmination (POE), which is a great
+ecl\nique for the mvlﬁ[)le-choice-basetl ACT. Evary
question has one ight answer and three (or 1 if it's
the math section) wrong answers. The lower number of
choices you have (by crossing out the answer aptions you
know to be wrong), the better your odds ot getting it
corcect. Be sure to actvally cross ovt the wrong an-
swers in your test booklet, to reduce the possibility of
acciJeni'a”y selecﬁns that choice. For the Math sec-
tion, a similar +echnique colled ubaupatkinau is effective.
Its stil POE, but you try to Fisure ot a rougk esti-
mate of what the answer could be (without ac+ua”y
solving the Proble_m), then cross ovt answers too high or
low. Beware: answer choices that could be the solutions
for incorrectly solved problems are included in the answer
choices, +oo. Sneaky.‘

Lots of People have Problems staying focused on the
ACT. Four hours is o long time to sit still for a test,
esPecia”y since it's between breakfast and lunch. Hun-
ger will kick-in toward the end of the test, so be sure
to bing a snack. Not only wil it keep the tummy
growls in control, but it will help keep your brain alert.
You should start with o good breakfast, +ao (even if
that's not +ypical for you). You'll get a break after the
Math test, so find a quiet place to sit by yourself, eat
a snack, and relax. Hansins with other test takers
during the break might be more of o distraction, so
woit untl AFTER the test to chat. Be sure o get
plenty of rest the night prior +o the test. Also, get
your stoff ready the nisH before: collect your admission
ticket, ID, calcula+or, etc. Dress in layers since it
might be cold/hot during the test, +oo.

The key to getting verb questions
tight is to match the underlined
verb with the verbs in the rest of
the passage. Figure out the verb
tense in the non-underlined parts
of the passage, and the answer
wil be obviovs. Avaid passive voice

-
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NEVER, EVER leave o bubble empty. The ACT does not have o penalty for quessing. Plos, you might even get lucky and guess

tight!  Running aut of +ime? Start filling in bubbles! There’s no one answer choice that comes up most frequently, so pick o letter and stick +o it.

whenever you can.

The Math test of the ACT has
the exact same kinds of yrob,ems
EVERY time the test is given.
Here’s the breakdown:

Fre—A,geLra -1 qvesﬁons
Elemeni-ary Alsebra -10 questions
Intermediate Algel:ra = ] questions
Coordinate Geometry - 1 questions

Plane Geometry - 11 questions

Trigonometry - Y questions

** Note there’s no calculus questions, so don't

bother studying that. With only 1 questions of +ig,
don't stress about those questions either.

~
= U\ange" answer chaice.
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A\ definite test question, too.
N Subjeds and verbs have to

_ Youll be given o passage with some

~... portions undeclined, so you need to decide
if' those portions are corcect. If not, you
need to fix it. Get this: 25% of the
undeclined words & phrases are corcect
just as they are. Be careful of finding
prob,ems where +key don't exist. This

~ means don’t be afraid to select the "No

~
~

Subjed/\/erlz agreement is o

agree in sentences. I¢ yov

have a P'\h‘u' subject, then
the verb must be Plural.

Nso, pronouns must agree

with the nouns +|'\ey rePlace,

You can use a calculator on the ACT, but not
every kind of calculator is permitted, such as &
those with a Computer A’gebra Sys+em, Check =7
the website www.act.orq 1o be sure. A'H\ng it

is possible o answer every question in the Math

section without o calcula+or, you should brins one |~

Just in case.

-
-

Learn to speak math. Solving §
Prolzlems on the ACT isnt

just about numbers and coleu-
lations, it's also about know-

ing your math voz;abu’ary.

Yov'd better know the mean-

ing of bisect, reciPrOca’,

integer, ratio, product, sum,
Fad’or, etc.

-

Source: The Princeton Review’s Crash Course for the ‘ACT (copyright 2006), Kaplan's Spotlight ACT 25: Lessons Hlluniii

-

Math concepts to know for
" the test:

Created by Aimee: Gutowski for UA Talent Search Programs, October 2008:

Youll be tested on your aLi|i+y to
P’oPe"Y P,ace punctuation. Such as if
— = = you know when to use a period, when
to use a comma, and when to use no
punctuation. Teust your ears. The
ri5|-\+ answer is usua”y the one that
"sounds right" o you. The ACT loves
to use comma questions, so brush up on

the proper use of commas.

~
~

3 Another common test question is the use of the
apostrophe. It is vsed for two major things on
the test: contractions (it is = it is or it has,
never other meanings) and possassives (also note:
its = possessive of pronoun . Also, watch the

use of homonyms (H\eir, +|'\ey’re, & there).
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Try Plv%ing in the answers

(PITA) when the ACT tells you

o little story, then asks Aow
Propartions & probability many oc how much Only one of

P*’—’Cﬁ"h"ses the answer choices will work in
Vaciable manipulation the story, so +ry plugging in the
Geome+ry formulas answers to see which one is
(area, ciccomference, correct.
diameter, etc)

TL\EO!‘ ems

(copyright 2007), ACT Strategies for Super Busy Students (2008 Edition).




